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1. EMBASSY OFFICERS CALLED ON RODOLFO SOLANO ORFILA, 

COSTA RICAN REPRESENTATIVE TO THE HIGH-LEVEL COMMITTEE 
(CAN) ON CENTRAL AMERICAN ECONOMIC INTEGRATION, AUGUST 
5, TO GET HIS REACTION TO THE SELA MEETING IN PANAMA 
(WHICH HE ATTENDED) AND THE UPCOMING AUGUST CAN MEETING 
IN GUATEMALA. SOLANO STATED THAT THE OBJECTIVES OF SELA 
WERE VERY BROAD AND HE HOPED THAT AN EFFECTIVE MECHANISM 
WOULD BE DEVELOPED BY THE WORKING GROUP MEETING FROM 
SEPTEMBER 10 TO OCTOBER 15. HE ADDED THAT HE THOUGHT THE 
35-DAY PERIOD WAS TOO SHORT TO EFFECTIVELY WORK OUT THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 03352 080002Z 

STATUTES IN TIME FOR THE MINISTERIAL-LEVEL MEETING ON 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


OCTOBER 15. 

2. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE FELT SELA COULD BE A STRONG MOTIVATING 
FORCE FOR RESTRUCTURING AND INTEGRATING THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 
COMMON MARKET, BUT THIS WOULD BE TRUE ONLY IF SELA 

BECAME AN EFFECTIVE MECHANISM FOR LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC 
PROGRESS AND NOT A MERE FORUM. 

3. SOLANO REITERATED COSTA RICA'S APPROACH TO CACM: INTEGRATION 
SHOULD TRANSCEND ECONOMICS AND EMBRACE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS AS WELL. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE AUGUST 1 1 TO 

0- MEETING IN GUATEMALA WOULD BE CRUCIAL. IN HIS OPINION, 

THE CAN DELEGATES HAD NOT YET TACKLED THE CENTRAL ISSUE IN 
CACM INTEGRATION: THE NEED FOR A CONTROLLING MECHANISM 
TO INSURE THAT INTEGRATION TRULY WORKS. IN LINE WITH COSTA 
RICA'S BROAD APPROACH TO INTEGRATION, SOLANO PROPOSES 
THREE SECRETARIATS, CHARGED WITH ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND 
CULTURAL INTEGRATION RESPECTIVELY. SOLANO ALSO SAID THAT 
LACK OF CONTROL MECHANISMS, SUCH AS THE SECRETARIATS, 

WOULD RESULT IN A GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH NO TEETH. HE 
DID NOT ELABORATE WHETHER COSTA RICA WOULD ACCEPT A SINGLE 
SECRETARIAT CHARGED ONLY WITH ECONOMIC INTEGRATION, 

A RESULT THAT MAY COME OUT AS THE COMPROMISE PROPOSAL FOR 
CACM INTEGRATION. 

4. SOLANO APFO EXPRESSED ANOTHER COSTA RICAN IDEA 
CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION OF NEW COMPLEMENTARY INDUSTRIES 
THAT WOULD FURTHER THE PROCESS OF INTEGRATION. THESE 
INDUSTRIES WOULD BE 50 PERCENT OWNED BY THE HOST COUNTRY 
GOVERNMENT WITH THE REMAINING SHARES BEING SPLIT AMONG 

THE REST OF THE CACM COUNTRIES. THE CENTRAL AMERICAN BANK 
FOR ECONOMIC INTEGRATION WOULD BE THE INSTRUMENT FOR 
ACCOMPLISHING THIS DIVISION IN THE OWNERSHIP. 
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